A brief history of Finland

In the 16th century Finland was under Swedish Rule. Finland was regarded an integral part of Sweden. Every now and then, as between the years 1570-1595, Sweden fought wars against Russia. Finland, as a border country, was especially affected by these wars. The great majority of the inhabitants in Finland spoke Finnish, but Swedish was the language of administration and education. The entire nobility was Swedish, as were the burgomasters, lawyers and clergy. The bishop of Turku, Mikael Agricola, translated the New Testament into Finnish in 1548, thus creating the basis of the written language.

The Great Northern war (1700-1721) was also a long period of fighting. Sweden fought simultaneously against Russia, Poland and Denmark. During 1713 the Russians attacked Finland and in 1714-1721 Finland was in the hands of the Russians (The Finns call that time The Great Wrath). After that the Swedish Rule continued.
In 1807 Napoleon met Tsar Alexander I at Tiflis, where Napoleon agreed on Russia taking Finland. In 1808 war broke out again between Russia and Sweden, with the consequence that in 1809 Finland was separated from Sweden. Finland was ceded to the Russian Empire and became an autonomous Grand Duchy. At the Diet of Porvoo in 1809 Tsar Alexander I convened the Estates of Finland. Each of the Estates swore their oaths of allegiance and Alexander I subsequently granted Finland the status of a distinct nation and promised to govern Finland in accordance with Finnish laws. Politically Finland was governed by Russia, but in economy and culture the country had a wide degree of autonomy. In 1865 Finland acquired its own currency, the Finnish mark.
Towards the close of the 19th century began the period of oppression in Finland. The Russians wanted to stop all the privileges of the Finns in Finland and really make it a part of Russia. Russian language was made obligatory in schools, numerous Finnish civil servants were replaced by the Russians, preparations to assimilate the Finnish army into the general imperial military were started etc.

As a consequence of the revolutionary movements that led to the great strike in Russia, a great strike also broke out in Finland in 1905. It was the entire people´s objection to the illegality and oppression politics. The result of the great strike was that the Tsar cancelled the illegal regulations and promised that a Parliament based on universal and equal suffrage would be created. The fundamental decision of granting women the vote was also taken in 1906.

At the same time the amount of the landless rural population in Finland was growing and the situation of them was getting worse. The eldest son inherited the farm and the other children had to leave and become farm-hands or crofters. These among others were the reasons of the vast Finnish emigration to North America. Between the years 1865-1930 about 340 000 Finns emigrated to the USA and nearly 80 000 to Canada.

In 1917 political developments in the Russian empire led to the execution of Tsar Nicholas II and the seizure of power by the Bolsheviks. In December 1917, Finland issued its Declaration of Independence.
